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Trinity 11 - Series A 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church of Emmett, Idaho  

Pastor Michael L. McCoy 

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the Name of the LORD our God; that is, in the Name of the Father 

and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The sermon text is the Gospel reading for this day. Please listen to Matthew 14:22-33 under the 

theme of . . .  

 

. . . "Eyes, Ears and Jesus" . . . 

 

"Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while 

He sent the multitudes away. And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up on the 

mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone there. But the boat was now in 

the middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary. Now in the fourth watch of the 

night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, 

they were troubled, saying, 'It is a ghost!' And they cried out for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to 

them, saying, 'Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.' And Peter answered Him and said, 'Lord, if 

it is You, command me to come to You on the water.' So He said, 'Come.' And when Peter had come 

down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he saw that the wind was 

boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, 'Lord, save me!' And 

immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, 'O you of little faith, why 

did you doubt?' And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. Then those who were in the boat 

came and worshiped Him, saying, 'Truly You are the Son of God.'" 

 

Thus far the Word of the LORD our God. 

 

Dear Baptized, 

 

The public service is over, the miraculous meal is ended and those who have congregated in the 

Presence of the Lord have been fed from the Table whereat Jesus has been the Host. First the 

disciples are shipped out - sent away before the darkness descends upon the face of the abyss, which 

is the sea near the land of Gennesaret. Then the 5000 men, plus the women and children, are 

dismissed with the benediction of Jesus, Who ascends to be alone on the mountain when the evening 

comes. 

 

This is often the way it is. God is up there. Each of us is down here as the evening of life approaches. 

You and your family go about your vocations. Me and mine to ours. Peter and the disciples to theirs. 

And Jesus? He is no where to be seen and we know that He is there - ascended into heaven and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. And here? Well, the troubles come, don't they? 

And let's face it, - let's admit it - let's confess it - we think we can handle it on our own.  
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The darkness deepens and the night grows longer and the troubles are serious. But there is no fear . . 

. not yet . . . no, not quite yet, even though the boat by this time was many furlongs distant from the 

land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was against them. There is a spirit in this world that is 

fighting to oppose their God-given mission, even as the forces of nature worked against them and 

sought to over-turn them, casting each one out of the safety of the boat and into the dark abyss to be 

lost forever and a day. Where is Jesus? Our natural answer is, "Up there and that's fine. We can 

handle it, right? We are not worried - not horrified. It's a small set-back; not a devastating loss. It's 

not a big sin like murder; it's just an anger management challenge. I mean, it's just a minor pain; not 

cancer of the liver. Look, we are just like Peter the fisherman and Andrew his brother and the sons of 

Zebedee, all at home in the boat despite the beating of the waves and course-defying winds." 

 

Okay, the night is getting on, but I'm waiting for a new day to dawn. The first watch is long past; the 

second as well. What can we say of the third watch, when from the sixth hour there was darkness 

over all the land until the ninth hour? We can say, "It is finished!" for we are now in the fourth watch 

and the deepest darkness is past. Everything looks better in the morning, right? When those sleeping 

will arise and come forth. Then the night of this world will be gone, banished forever. Jesus will be 

there on the shore to greet me when I get across the River Styx. He'll smile, welcoming me home. 

This night, with its bad dreams and suffering will be no more. There's a new day coming and I can 

handle whatever happens until then. I have just enough faith in myself to make it; or so we think. 

 

But there is that period of gloom, which is neither total darkness nor broad daylight, when the mind 

of man creates specters from wind-blown shadows. This time of life is the murkiness when the 

imagination of our nature forms phantasms from shades, and also when ghosts and demons, which 

are real, haunt here and there. This is when we see in a glass dimly and know by sight only in part.  

 

"And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples 

saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, 'It is a ghost!' And they cried out for fear."  

 

Now we are more than worried. Horrified. Terrified. Our whole system of thought has come 

crashing down around us in the twinkling of a starlit eye. And what of our bastion of haughty 

bravado and our mighty fortress of pride and the best laid plans of mice and men? Gone like 

dehydrated fog! For do you not behold that ghost approaching us? A phantasm in a world of 

specters, chimeras, demons and devils. We are no match for anything like that and just the thought of 

one of them, even if only created in our mind's eye, terrifies us. Look, we are just like Peter the 

petrified and Andrew his brother and the sons of Zebedee, all filled with fear and terrified at the 

figure approaching them. 

 

Ask ye who is this? Jesus Christ it is. Of Sabbaoth Lord, and there's none other god. The LORD God 

Almighty has come down from the mountain and He is Emmanuel; that is, He is "God with us!" But 

alas, such news is not a soothing balm for the frightened soul, for seeing Jesus does not calm man's 

terror. In reality, the Incarnate Christ, come down from heaven amidst the waves and winds, and 

walking on the water toward us is more terrible and more awful than a mere ghost or demon or 

phantasm. 

 

With hearts pounding, we watch and wait for Good News, but we see none, and the reason is that the 

Gospel is in the Word of God and not the vision of Christ. The eyes are not the organ by which hope 

is born and faith is given. Our straining eyes, like those of the disciples in the fourth watch, see only 

the judgment of Jesus. Our eyes are like unto Mary's who saw Jesus but supposed Him to be the 
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gardener, and like unto the Emmaus disciples with their eyes closed by the will of God. In the 

beginning was not the picture given for human eyes, but the Word spoken for man's ears.  

 

It is like the crucifix, which is a visual representation of body of Jesus on a cross. Apart from the 

Word of God, what a frightening figure this presents. What does this mean? Is there any Good News 

in the picture alone? No. Rather, each of us stands in the darkness and psalms: "I wait for the LORD; 

my soul doth wait; and in His Word do I hope" (Psalm 130:5).  

 

We look not with the eyes for the graphic Jesus to be comforted with forgiveness, eternal life and 

salvation, but the "sound" Jesus who casts away fears and takes away sins even as He speaks His 

Word. Since faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes by the preaching of Christ 

(Romans 10:17), listen to Jesus Whose pulpit is the cross and Whose Word speaks grace, mercy and 

peace to you: 

 

"Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34); 

"Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise" (Luke 23:43); and,  

"It is finished" (John 19:30). 

 

While amidst the tempest blowing above the watery abyss, lo, Peter and the others catch a glimpse 

of something with their eyes and these men are terrified at the appearance. This is Jesus and 

"immediately He spoke to them, saying, 'Take heart, it is I; have no fear.'" Or literally, "Courage! I 

AM! Fear not!" Ah, blessed Word of Jesus! Dearly beloved, "Be of good cheer! You are in the 

Presence of Jehovah; that is, I AM is with you. Do not be afraid." 

 

And so, while the weather rages on and death continues to threaten, Jesus comes to you. As the 

waves threaten to overwhelm you, Jesus gives you His Word. Even in the darkness of your fourth 

watch, Jesus grants you the courage you need. Though the winds of this world blow where they will, 

Jesus exhales His constant, "Fear not, for I have redeemed you. I have called you by name. You are 

mine" (Isaiah 43:1). And so, while Jesus is with you, the storms of life rage on and death continues 

to threaten. 

 

"And Peter answered Him, 'Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on the water.'" What do we make 

of Peter? Impulsive. Willing. Over-confident. Self-reliant. Yes, all of these and more, just like you 

and me. How do we feel about Peter? Perhaps angry, as Peter always seems to lead by hasty 

reactions. Maybe we're a bit jealous or envious. Whatever, Peter has one thing right: the way to be 

with the LORD God is by water and according to Jesus Word. "Lord, if it is you, bid me come to 

you on the water." There is water, water, everywhere and Peter waits for the Gospel Word of Christ. 

 

"[Jesus] He said, 'Come.' So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but 

when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, 'Lord, save me.'" 

 

It's those eyes again! Peter is looking at the wind instead of listening to the Word. Doubt comes 

through the eyes for seeing is not believing. "Faith comes by hearing." No hearing. No faith. Little 

hearing, little faith. Peter is beginning to sink. To the only one who is able to keep him from sinking 

into the temporal depths of death and the eternal abyss of the forever lost, Peter cries out: "Lord, 

save me." For "I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my 

Lord, or come to Him." Therefore, 
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Out of the depths I cry to Thee, O LORD! 

Lord, hear my voice!  

Let Thy ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 

If Thou, O LORD, shouldst mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 

But there is forgiveness with Thee,  

that Thou mayest be feared" (Psalm 130:1-4)  

 

"So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind, 

he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, 'Lord, save me.' Jesus immediately reached out His 

hand and caught him, saying to him, 'O man of little faith, why did you doubt?'" 

 

Jesus answers Peter's prayer. The hand of God takes hold of the man of little faith. Mercifully and 

graciously the hand of Jesus rescues one who not only believes a little by hearing, but also doubts 

when seeing. Jesus' hand is sufficient to save. That hand, which resurrected Peter from certain death, 

will soon be, and surely was, pierced by a man-made spike when Jesus was crucified. Your salvation 

was wrought when the innocent Blood from the hand of God flowed forth for the remission of all 

your sins. 

 

The sin-atoning suffering of Jesus and His sacrificial death is for you. By the water and Word of 

Baptism you infants share in the death of Christ, are brought into His Church and offer perfect praise 

unto the Lord. At the same time, you men of little faith, despite the doubts, remain in God's gracious 

Presence. 

 

"And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased." One thing is certain. Where Jesus abides in His 

grace, there is peace in that place. This is not the peace that the world gives, for outside the Church 

there is no salvation. This is part of the Word that those who are apart from Christ need to hear and 

which we are called to proclaim, for those in the world and apart from the Lord, are sinking into the 

abyss. Without the Word of Jesus, they will be lost forever. 

 

In this boat, however, there is peace with God; that is, goodwill toward men as those congregated in 

the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit hear the forgiveness of all their sins 

announced in the Absolution and the sermon, and who sing the Gloria in Excelsis, the Agnus Dei 

and add their "amens" to the gifts of the LORD. This receiving is the highest worship of God. "It is 

by faith that God wants to be worshiped, namely, that we receive from him what He promises and 

offers" (Apology, IV:49). The great response of thanksgiving is to add the words "I believe" to the 

faith once delivered to the Church, so that, along with the angels and archangels and white-robed 

martyrs and prophets and the whole company of heaven, we join the Apostles' holy train, and those 

in boat who "worshiped Him, saying, 'Truly You are the Son of God.'" Amen. 

 

This is most certainly true. Amen. 


